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!z‘ is a fat:i that egmiémg is faémg over the minds and émdie_, of i‘?musands of wamen
‘Housework, hushands and children ave isking second place to fabric, batting. and 10

needies.- Not fong ago, gquilting was a gquaini, folksy thing *‘ﬁai the Amish and =

- czra;zémat&ers did. Now the American quilt Fas been recagmged as a form gf art and
. nefsﬁﬁai raxpressfas?.. : = -

. n ffzs ﬁﬁerrmark Yalfley of ﬁﬁazgashgseﬁs a group was formed in the summer m’ ?Qﬁ'ﬂ for
 the purpose of encouraging and developing thé art of quifiing. Janet Elwin, 2 naéfefraﬂy_: .
known guiiter, formerly of Amesbury, Massachuseils, noticed that within her guifting =

classes there was 2 boltled enthusiasm with no avaﬁaésfe cutlet. With the thought of

beginaing a local guilfing group, Janet invited some of her students and Gunilia Cauffield,
- the owner of a focal guilt shop, into her home. The result of this first meetfng _was the . .
,;eﬂﬁgﬁez; of the Merrimack ié’a%’e}f Quilt umf;s with ii’s :mf:ai nember*ﬁ:p 9? 5. :

g:ach month more ana‘ more gusffsr“ amves:f at the mectings. The prﬂgfa??s ;ﬁ:m}‘q i?}& first
vear wars simpisf interesting and inexpensive. Group members demonsirated fechnigues

'tke;r used, expiained pafterns, gave siitle shows, and fook piace in decoration and fabric =~
-swaps. The guiliers applied of a charier fo the New Eﬁgi&fzé Q&f!f?&f“‘ med ann? a&ﬁ@pﬁeﬁ, Lo

 ftaf i?*s é‘?cmber ?@3& meeting.

P B_; .fsrmaz}r of “§8?, after Qﬁfjf fgﬁr meei‘mgs, members#g; ﬁad grmm %a ayer £0. ;f.-. %as '

 decided that the new guild wouid hold their first quiit show. This was a very big -

. aﬁa‘eﬁaﬁ:ﬁg forsucing new and inexperienced group, but z?ezr éﬁif‘ﬁ&fﬁsm was ewdena

Fmai! , following five Jong monhs of mpeolings, teiephane cails and ﬁ’e& adverbsmg, the

“Appie Blossom Quilt Shop” opened, dispiaying over 100 quilts. These guilts included
tnore than 25 antigues, iraditional and contemporary designs, Most of the new guilts were
made by the guild’s members. Others were borrowed fram the generous ‘members of the

- New England Quilters Guild. Hundreds of raffle tickets were sold for an appliqued apple -
- - biossom quilt made by the group’s members. Prinfed programs and a door prize addeda
- professionai touch. The Universalist-Uniterian Church of Maverhill, MA with it's high -

ceifings and fraditional décer, provided the show with 5 gai!ery-hke af;msphere. Beautiful
mifd spring waather with apple blossoms biocoming on schedule topped off the day of the
show. Over 400 ;}é@i& “nohed and ahhed” and fried fo decide which guilt would become
viswer's choice. Their favorite, overall viewer's choice, went to Catherine Dwyer of
Danvers, MA for her beautiful Broken Star quiit. The most popuiar entry from the
membership was the spectacular Sampie Quiit made by Ffz;iﬁ Veasey of Havermff A

The firsi Memr?ask Valley Quilt Guild show closed affer mne a‘zom’s Ths resuiis werg
many, many complimenis, a bealthy new Bbank account and & satisfied and proud

| ‘membership. With a solid foundation laid, t?;e é%emmacﬁ ?aiiey Qa ift Guiid ?vaked fofwafd o

io the future.
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